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Introduction

* Most of what you have heard about so far has
applied to a single spectral channel with some
frequency width, dn

Many astronomical problems require many channels
across some total bandwidth, Dn

— Source contains an emission/absorption line from one of the
many atomic or molecular transitions available to radio
telescopes (HI, OH, CO, H,0, SiO, H,CO, NH,,...)

— Source contains continuum emission with a significant
spectral slope across Dn

There are also technical reasons why dividing Dn into
many spectral channels of width dn may be a good
idea







VLA continuum bandwidth:
Dn =50 MHz
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